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Mid-Victorian Britain

1.  POLITICS AND INDUSTRY

The Franco-German War. In the history of continental Europe
the Franco-German war of 1870-71 marks a clear dividing line
between two epochs. By means of three carefully calculated
hammer-strokes of 'blood and iron', the wars against Denmark
in 18643 against Austria and all the minor German states in
i8665 and against France in 18703 Bismarck, the Prime Minister
of Prussia, had created a German Empire which henceforth
dominated Europe. He had also proved the efficiency of scien-
tifically organized conscription and all the greater continental
countries soon followed the German example in this respect.
Henceforth it was much more difficult for Britain to influence
the course of continental affairs unless she was prepared, as
she was not, to meet the vast continental armies on their own
ground. Germany had thrown 475,000 men against France
in 1870. At that date our immediately available expeditionary
force can be estimated at about 10,000 men. Not until we Joined
forces with France and Russia in the early years of the twentieth
century were we prepared for large scale warfare. During the
last thirty years of the nineteenth century we pursued in the main
(apart from an exceptional episode which we shall describe in due
course) a policy summed up in the phrase "splendid isolation';
we concentrated on our domestic affairs and on the development
of our empire.

Army reforms. However, it is to be noticed that the Franco-
German war gave British military opinion a shock. An engineer
officer, Colonel Chesney, published a widely read pamphlet
entitled The Battle of Dorking, envisaging the possibility of a
German invasion, and our little army,, which had gone to sleep
after the battle of Waterloo and had not really woken tip while
fighting the Crimean war, was most efficiently reorganized in the